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THE STORY SO FAR... 


THE SEEMINGLY PERFECT WORLD NATSUME AND 
KOU CREATED WAS TORN APART BY NATSUME'S 
KIDNAPPING. FINDING HERSELF UNABLE TO STAY 
BESIDE HIM AND INCAPABLE OF ESCAPING A LIFE 
WHERE SHE FEELS LIKE SHE'S CONSTANTLY 
DROWNING, NATSUME BREAKS UP WITH KOU. 
WITH THEIR HEARTS YET TO HEAL, THEY FIND 
THEMSELVES SHARING A CLASS AT THE START 
OF THEIR THIRD YEAR OF MIDDLE SCHOOL... 





MY FIFTEEN 
MINUTES 
OF FAME... 






NAT5UME/ 


WAKE UP/ 
SCHOOL 
STARTS 
TODAY! 


SPRINO 
BREAK IS 
ALREAPY OVER, 
SLEEPYHEAP/ 



















NMTSUME? 


YOU'Re 

ALRBAPY 

UP. 


A 
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HBRB 
I AM... 


...ON 
THB BUS 
AGAIN. 


IN ANOTHBR 
50 MIN UTSS, 
I'LL BB AT 
SCHOOL... 




































BRILLIANT 

RBP... 


SO MANY 
OF THEM 
HAVB 
BLOOMFP 
ALRFAT7Y. 


WISH. 




























































KAM! 


LOOKING 
FORWARD 
TO THIS 
SEMESTER/ 


..KANA-CHAN 
IS HAPPY 
TO BB IN 
THBSAMB 
CLASS AS k 
KOU-CHAN. 4 


77/^ RBASONI PON'T 
see HIM AS ANYTHING 
MORB THAN SOMB 
PUNK KIP TRYING TO 
LOOK COOL... 


I ALWAYS 
GOT THAT 
eeeuNG 

AROUNP 

KOU-CHAN, 

BUT... 


WE'RE 
TOGETHER/ 
WE'RE BOTH 
IN 3-P/ 


THB RSASON 

ne poesNr 

SHINe AS 
BRIGHTLY AS 

BeeoRe... 





























...IN THE SAME 
CLASS, TOO? 


THANKS FOR 
ALWAYS TAKING 
OUR SPECIAL 
ORDERS ON 
SHORT NOTICE 
LIKE THIS/ 

































































































• • • • I 
I • • • • 

•AW 
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AW, 

THAT 

SUCKS. 

YEAR¬ 

BOOK 

COM¬ 

MUTES 

is 

HARSH. 


YOU HAVE 
TONS TO VO 
EVEN PURINA 
EXAMS, ANV 
YOU CAN'T 
SLACK OFF, 
EITHER. 


EVEN IP 
YOU WERE 
CHOSEN 
BY ROCK- 
PAPER- 
SCISSORS, 
IT'S PINAL/ 


MY BROTHER 
SAIP IT WAS 
REALLY 
TOUGH. 
























YOU'RE 

ALWAYS 

OB? 

PLAYING 
WITH YOUR 
CAMERA 
ANYWAYS. 


OR maybe 

YOU ONLY LIKE 
IT WHEN IT'S 
ABOUT FASHION 
ANP ART ANP 
OTHER ESCAPIST 
BULLSHIT, HUH? 
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ever*. 

SINCE THAT 
HAPPENS?... 


...EVERY¬ 
THING'S BEEN 
SO PIFFICULT 
FORME. 
































...BEFORE 

I KNEW IT, 

so, 

NATURALLY, 

TO MAKS 
THINGS 
BAS!SR... 

ANRI 

I WAS AU 

...I STOPPER 

JUST MARE 

ALONE. 

GOING TO THE 

THINGS 

BASKETBALL 

RIFFICULT 


CLUB... 

FOR 


...ANR 

THEN... 

EVERYONE 

ELSE. 












































































































sorry: 











































































































































































































HUH? 


Inn 


C0MIIM7 




SYUTA 


...HE S 
DEFINITELY 
GONE 
NAVVE. 
























I'M 

GLAP 

He 

errs in 

NOW. 


w^ 0 TAm mm 1 
W &Hmeremrl 
WARzmeem 


f^vmr fAlKeizr^ 

WMG emtiGMf owM 

WGfrrsrANPicoMimi 

WMm£MeAR&mm 


hb NeveR sa/p 
ANYTHING ABOUT 
WHO OR WHY He 
FOUGHT WHeNeveR 
OURPAReNTS 
QUeSVONe? HIM... 


c mo 

CARES 
I WON/ WHAT 
ISN'T THAT HAP- 
ENOUOH? PENEP? 


... BUT I'M PReTTY 
SURe IT WAS 

BecAuse peopue 
WBRe TALKING 
ABOUTMe. 


i NeveR 
expecTeu him 

TO GROW UP 
SO STRONG. 


I'M RSALLY 
PRO UP OF 
HIM. 



































































































I 

HONESTLY 
THOUGHT 
IT WAS 
PRETTY 
OPR... 


SHE 

WOULD ASK 
ME ABOUT 
ALL SORTS 
OF STUFF. 


AND SHE KEPT 

BECAUSE TELLING ME, 

SHE V DON'T 

WANTED TO KNOW ANYONE 

STAY CLOSE IN MY CLASS! 

TOME, IT SUCKS!" 



WHEN WE 
BECAME 
SECOND-YEAR 
STUDENTS, 
HAYASEAND 
I ENDED UP 
INDIFFERENT 
CLASSES... 















TO WHICH 
SHE COULP 
AW HER 
OWN 

BRANV OF 
BULLSHIT. 


...BUT REALLY, 
SHE WAS JUST 
GETTING PIRTANP 
INFO FROM ME SHE 
COULP USE TO MAKE 
HERSELF POPULAR 
WITH THE OTHER 
GIRLS IN HER CLASS. 


























SHESAH? 
THOSE NICE 
THIN&S TO 
ME... 


...ANV 
I WAS 
HAPPY... 


...SOI TALXEP 
WITH HER. 


3UTSHE 
WAS JUST 
USING ME FOR 
GOSSIP. 


SHE'S THE 
WORST. 
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'YEAH, 

PROB'LY: 


'BACK THEN, 
AT LEAST." _ 


1 as 

THINGS 

CHANGE 

















WOULP YOU LIKE 
SOME OF THESE 
KAOOSHIMA 
SWEET POTATOES? 
THEY'RE GOOD! 


/ THEY SELL 
THEM AT THE 
HINEMOSU 
t INN/ ORGANIC 
***«, KAOOSHIMA 
SWEET 
POTATOES/ 

X LOVE THEM/ 







































































































































HAYASE'S 
SO ANNOYIN', 
ALWAYS 
YAPP IN' 
ABOUT 
SOMETHIN'. 


ANYBOPY'P 
WANT TO SLAP 
HER GIVEN 
THE CHANCE. 




LIKE 

HELL 

IT 

AIN'T/ 


THIS CUT 

ISN'T A IT 

LAUGHING OUT/ 
MATTER/ 


COULPA 

SEEN 

IT/ 















































beueve 

HER 

if you 

WANT! 


I VON'T 
CARE 
ANYMORE. 


IT'S TOO 
MUCH 
TROUBLE. 


WHATEVER. 















































































you 
HEARP 
HIM. HE 
SAW 
YOU'RE 
BORINS. 


THIS IS 
BORINS. 


VO 

SOMETHING 
INTEREST- 
INO FOR 
US. 


YAMAVA'S 1 
REALLY 
GOING 
FOR IT... 


TONIGHT! 


, YOU'RE 

Iborino/ 


THREW 

UP! 


























...BUT 
WITH MY 
CONFIDENCE 
BROKEN 


...ALL 
THAT'S 
LEFT 
IS MY 
EMPTY 
PRIDE. 


THOUGHT / 

M/ZT lA/CDC 


ts 























MAYBE 
I'M THE 
ONE... 


I'VE 

vzcmv 


...WHO'S 
BECOME TOO 
MUCH OF A 
BOTHER. 


AAOCHI- 

ZUKI... 


...I WANT TO 
HELP YOU OUT 
BY MAKING A 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
CLUB. 


lit 
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YOU'RE 

HEAVY. 


what\ 
THE 
HELL?/ 
THAT'S 
VAH&B R- 
OUS/ 


QUIT 

LAUGHIN'/ 








1 70 THAT 
AOAIN, 
AW I'M 
THROWING 
YOU OFF! 


LAUOHEP 

THEN. 


REMEM¬ 

BER 

BEFORE?! 


ABOUT 

HAYASE. 








that was 


WR OK&. 


SHOULP 


H AVB 


BEEN 


HAPpy 


ABOUT IT 


INSTEAP. 


I WAS 
SHOCKED 
ANP X 
60T MAP, 
BUT... 
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PON' T 
REALLY 
OET 


mms&/ x vow r 

MINP 

if you 

; . S W PON'T 

-m YOU'Re SET IT. 
H? PRETTY 
i. ' PUMB, 

AFTER 

"T'4 ALU. , 


O^M, 

0Y~K1\ 


I'M 

SORRY, 

ALREAPY/ 
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HUH? 


...CAN YOU 
REALLY PRINK 
NECTAR FROM 
A CAMELLIA? 


you 

MUST 

HAVE 

MESSEP 

UP. 


COULPN'T 
OET ANy 
OUT. 
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IT'S SO L... 
SWEET/ "Hj 


RIOHT 


YOU 

EVER 

VO 

THIS IN 
TOKYO? 


I'VE SUCKEP 
AZALEA ANP 
SALVIA LIKE 
AN IPIOT 
BEFORE... 
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MB 

FINALLY... 



THAT 

WAVERING 
COLOR PEEP 
IN HIS EYES... 














...ISA FLICKERING 
FLAMS I THOUGHT 
IWOULX? NFVFR 
FSSL AGAIN. 
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•A 106&00K TOKEN TO TEMPLES 
TO BE SIONEP ANIP STOMPEP BY 
the priest. 
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IT 

MEANS... 



I'M A 


HUMAN 

SANP8AG. 




IT'S SUCH 
APRAG. 


...THAN IV RATHER 

ENPURE THE THINK! OF MYSELF 

REAL ME. UKLETHAT... 














OTOMQ! 

OTOMO! 


r X HEARP 
YOU'RE 
PATINO 
MOCHIZUKI? 
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JUST 
SHUT UP! 


YOU'Re 
RSAUY 
GSTTING ON 
MY NSRVeS. 










































































MEMBERS 
OF THE 
BASKETBALL- 
CLUB FROM 
LOWER 
CLASSES. 


I'VE BEEN 


CAREFUL 


NOT TO 


TALK TO 


you AT 


SCHOOL, 


THOUOH. 
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OKAV. 


IF YOU VON’T START 
TALKING, I'LL MAKE 
SURE I TALK TO 
YOU A WHOLE 
BUNICH TOMORROW 
AT SCHOOL/ 


...I 0UB65 
I HAVE 
5TUFF I 
WANNA A5K 
YOU, TOO. 


HUH? 
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V 1 

THE THIRP- WHAT 

* YEARS ARE THE 

PAYINO KOU u criep 

i REFERENCE ' , 

NOW? i / 

K^r 


w 



~v 


-ANP 
HE BEAT 
THEM 
UP, 
TOO. 


THERE 

me a 

GROUP OF 
FIRST-YEARS 
ACTING ALL 
BIO... 




%A' 


HON- I HEARP 

ESTLY, HE'S GOING 

HE'S JUST AFTER 

RUNNING PEOPLE 

WILP FR OM OTHER 

AT THIS SCHOOLS? 
POINT. 


HE'S EVEN 
SHAKING 
POWN UNPER- 
CLASSMEN 
FOR MONEY. 






















OTOMO! 


HE AIN'T umu? 
HERE. HUH - 
HE'S 

PRO- i 

BABLY 

OFF W!m 

TAKING 
A SHIT. | 


YAMA... 

SATA/ 


ARITA ANP 
THEM SOT 
AHOLP <PF 
HIM... 


KOU'S 

SANS 


YAMASATA. 

HE.../ 










































HE OAVE ARITA'S 

ARITA A IN THE 
PIRTY SAME 

LOOK, 60 CLASS 

WE PON'T AS 

LIKE HIM. HIM. 


YOU 
GOT A 
PROBLEM, 
OTOMO? 


YOU AIN'T 
INVOLVE!? 
IN THIS. 


RIOHT, 

KOU? 


































WHAT 
16 IT... 


OTOMO? 


VOU'RB 
MAKING 
A WEIRP 
FACE. 
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...THAT I COULDN'T 

WOULD TWIST BEAR THE 

MY EMOTIONS DARKNESS... 

INTO HATRED. 


NOT ...COULDN'T I 
ONE TAKE ANY JUST... 

THING. MORE. 


























































mvA 

vo. 


FOR 

THIS £NTIR£ 
TOWN... 


...kou ms 
something 

SPECIAL. 



















































...ANP 

...BOTH WHEN 

THB MYSTBR/OUS 

...WHAT 

I 

HOW HB 
/SHOW... 

HB WAS MY 
GOP... 

FLAMBS THAT ALWAYS 
SURROUNPBP H/M... 

TT/S. 

WONPBR. 











...STILL MAKES 
MSP SSL 
STRANGS. 


...SSSING 

THSM... 





...BE EXPEUUEP WITH THIS MEAN IN GUESS 

MY UN HEAR? SHOUT, PASSION OF 

ANP PI SAPP EAR! MINE... 









































































4 




































it's eefinitely 

SOMETHING 

STRANGE! 







































































...I GET THE 

...ARE 

FEELING THE 

AFFERENT. 

BURPENS WE 

BUT... 

BEAR BECAUSE 


OF KOU-CHAN 


ARE VERY 


SIMILAR. 



OTOMO 
ANVI... 






























I AM, TOO. 



THE WAY HE 
SAID THAT... 
AND ASKED 
WHY KOit- 
CH AN AND I 
BROKE UP... 



...HE'S 

EVEN IF 

THE WAY HE 

snu 

HE GAVE 

WONDERED 

CURIOUS 

UP... 

ABOUT WHY 

about rr. 


KOU-CHAN 



CHANGED... 






























































































... KOU - 
CHAN ... 


KOU - 
CHAN. 


||| 














KOU- 

CHAN... 






















































V 















OUCH! 


saisix 



















































PON'T WORRY. 
WE'LL ONLY 
USE YOUR 
PHOTOS FOR 
THE YEARBOOK 
IF THEY TURN 
OUT OOOP. 
THAT'LL BE 
EASIER ON 
YOU. 



ll's incredibly 
obvious you 're 
jus-f -frying 1° 
kill -fvjo socially 
mAl^djus-fed 
problem 
children will, 
one slone ... 




























































AW 

nat erne's 

IN? 
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Aj4p"TttAT 

STUPID 
uaircut 

more! 

"rJ2£L>* 

#WS?y 
My 
//I 


po you 
STILL THINK 
^ 1'LU FORGIVE 
ANYTHING 
ANP EVERY' 
THINO YOU 
VO?! 
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